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The Carter'administration, once in{
dxsarray over the controversial sale;
~of -an airborné radar:system to Iran,’
is planning steps to publicly demon-
strate that its mtelhgence chlef 1sn t
- opposed to the deal.

» . Akey.to acceptance ‘of the deal on
Cap:tol Hill is the position-taken by
- Adm. Stansfield Turner, director of
“central intelligence. It-was Turner’s
; -fears.that the. Sovxet Union-might:

“ steal "the system’s technological se-

- crets that have provided the most|

- useful -ammunition to congressmnal
opponents of thesale. -~ :'. .

- Government officials in a posntton

.-to know say Turner. is now expected

* to indicate that he-is less troubled.

“about - the risks "of'. Soviet  spying

- should the air defense system be sold

to Iran.. " -o :

Turner, these sources contmue 13

expected to go along with an assess-

“{:ment oi the sale set down by Defense.

v Secretary Harold Brown in a memo-"
.randum written earlier thls week to

' Presxdent Carter, -asisiriims, win =23
‘Brown says there is some rlsk to
any -such arms ‘transfer, but' he’
‘argues in the memorandum that the’
‘Jran ‘sale is- being::proposed with
“clearly adequate safeguards for our
mlhtary mterests. B

THE MEMORANDUM, a copy of|:
_wahlch was obtained by The Washing-

“ ton Star, was purposely. unclassmed
+so that it could be released in supporty
" of the sale, say sources. “Its contents’

+ - Brown’s memorandum

1 'To an extent these overlapped the se-

One government' soure:
“was. de-
_signed to give him (Turner) an ex-
- cuse to get on boar " with the admmo
istration. "
: Another offxclal re;ected this |,
_characterization, * ‘saying - Brown’s
- memorandum is an earnest attempt
to deal with real concerns, - both m’
- Congress and within the CIA, 3= ¥°
The very ‘sophisticated: radar and |
computer system involved is called -
-AWACS for. airborne " warning and
control ‘system.. The adminisiration,
in an ‘exception’to Carter’s pohcy to
reduce arms sales;, wants to make a -
31.2 billion..sale of- seven - of the
AWACS planestolran._, R AR

CONGRESS MAY veto ‘such large e
'sales if it acts within- 30 days of
<time~the~ admxmstratwn, proposes

them.

;. Carter’ last:'month thhdrew the
‘ofﬁcxal congressional notification of
the AWACS sale as the possibility of

roposalSept. 1. - o
. At'the time of mthdrawal ‘Sen” Hus®
‘bert: Humphrey, D-Minn., chairman
.of the Senate foreign assistance sub-
" committee, asked {or and received .
.from Carter- six: assurances 'about
{ training, ’ security ; and use of the
-AWACS system if it:is sold to Iran. i

:curity worries: that were the chief
concems of Turner.> -7

< Earlier-this month- Bmwn sent Am
Force Lt, _Gen. Howard Fish, head of |’
the Pentagon’s arms sales agency, t0
Iran to discuss-these topics'and ‘other
concems_ vq-\ :'w-;a ¢-3 B S 4 \L 1\‘\ [ reiy . 8

Zyrere to be released when Carter for-’
- wards a new proposa on‘the sale to
, Congress. . =

< While Turner’ has. 'steadfastly
maintained he took no position on the |
" merits of the sale, his reservations
' “about it have constituted a_major
obstacle “to* cougressxonal approval
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. Fish'met with Gen. Hassan Toufa«

nian,” Iranian "Air*Force chief” and’]
) second only-to-the-shah in-the coun--]
i try’s. military, establishment. “Their-
wtalkss formecuha basis.for Brown’s -

: memorandum- -to.-the’ ;}Presxdenta

/| that have. been expressed:about the:

S _beenmet," SR i
“l - Brown a}so made a pointed referh-

a. congressnonal veto grew. The ad- |

| -ministration intends-to.resub e
g . «3 -any-armaments even to-onr-clesest

s

»

i b —-mm

*"\ A Rhas IR £3 + SR ¥ 4 502 4 "y lw-

only that Turner would ‘‘assess tbea
‘risks a tlg’am and let the pohcy-make
make e decision.’”, F

* In the- memorandum, Browa sa:d.
"I believe the results of these consul--
‘tations with the GOI {zovernment of
Iran) should lay to rest the: concerns

v
P )

' .o matters raised m"'Sen. Hum-—
phrey s letter. =, 5% 3 Ligm et

The secretary .said: Iran had
“agreed to all of the conditions and
assurances. Furthermore, the actual |
delivery of the aircrait is contingent ]
on all security’ requxrements havmg i)

ence to Turner. *‘I have furnished a:
,copy of the. memorandum: to- the :
"director-.of - central mtelhgence, i’
provides . new- information . on his|
- previous- questions.about: the-sale: of
:AWACS : w Iran,”; tbea,.secretary-
_wrote. _
“It is my personal v:ew-that thers
.is always some risk in the transferol.

allies,” Brown went on. *Our experi-
ence with Iran has been-excellent.’
However, as a result of the arrange-
-ments now made to respond to
‘expressed concerns of the Congress
and of the DCI (Tumer). the AWACS
“sale:to_Iran has, in my-judgment,
‘now-been hirther- structured to pro-
vide additional and clearly adequate
sa{:guards for our: mxhtary xnteb
esls.. - s : ""h“ - °
* Mounting arms sales to Yran have
been a controversy for some time.
The administration added political
troubles to its list of problems in July
when it first refused the pleas of. Sen-
ate leaders to hold off on the sale and

A'r 'r'm-:‘ cm, a. spokearnan- said. 4

then did just that in the face oI a set-
backin the House. = i

i whxch was datedAug 29 4




